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BOOK REVIEWS. 

Notes on the Science of Government and the Relation of the State to 
the United States. By Raleigh C. Minor, Professor of Law, Uni- 
versity of Virginia. Anderson Brothers, Publishers, University of 
Virginia, 1913. 

This interesting work represents primarily the notes prepared by 
Professor Minor for the students in his class on constitutional law. It is 
divided into two parts. In the first part he outlines very carefully, but as 
concisely as possible, the general fundamental principles of good govern- 
ment as generally recognized. In the second part he gives a very accurate 
and interesting survey of the arguments advanced prior to the war for 
and against the States rights theory of the Union, with some considera- 
tion of the questions that may yet arise for decision, for the determination 
of which an attitude of mind for or against States rights will still be neces- 
sary. By the results of the war, the protection found for States rights 
in Nullification and peaceable secession is gone forever. Yet Dr. Minor 
believes that in the proper education of the youth of the country the 
wise distribution of power intended by the founders of the Union be- 
tween the Federal government and the States may be effectively preserved. 
Professor Minor may be too hopeful on this point, as the younger genera- 
tion is coming to believe that the Federal government is arbiter of every- 
thing. Indeed, the people and the courts of the United States are fully 
committed since 1861 to the doctrine that there is no States rights to 
amount to anything in time of war and in time of peace only so much as 
the Federal courts may allow. However, in this book it is a great satis- 
faction for history's sake to have the truth properly presented. All the 
students text-books on the subject that are available have been written 
from the Northern and nationalistic standpoint. But here in this volume 
we have have both sides fairly presented, and there is no difficulty in 
deciding which was right. 

As bearing on the secession of the South in 1861, the political ques- 
tion, after all, is subordinate to the questions growing out of economic 
conditions and natural right. Economically speaking, the Union was a 
contradiction from the beginning, and the action of the South in 1861, 
was merely one of obedience to fundamental economic law. The North 
in resorting to force not only ignored the economic fact, but acted against 
the natural right of revolution which they had expressed in the Declara- 
tion of Independence. 

To deny the right of self-government to 8,000,000 people occupying a 
country half the size of Europe and only to be subdued by the most 
gigantic war was an astounding act of self-stultification. 



